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Examen de fin d’études secondaires— 2024

occasionally slipped into her wardrobe where | would sit amongst her cardigans and saris recalling

her fresh, lemony smell.

And then one day, when | had almost forgotten she was coming back, mama appeared on the
25 doorstep with a cooing bundle. All past habits and rituals were forgotten, swept away with a swipe
of a tiny fist. Days passed in a cyclone of feeds, nappies, scattered toys and endless visiting relatives
bearing gifts and sweetmeats for the Kumars’ new son. Days even bled into night when | would
awake with a jerk to his banshee wailing, unsure whether it was sunshine, moonlight or street lamp
flare on the other side of my curtains, sometimes grateful to be dragged away from my now familiar
30 nightmare where | pursued mama through endless winding cobbled streets, calling for her to look
round. She sat in the back of a taxi, staring straight ahead, the set of neck told me she was willing

the driver to go faster and everywhere | placed my feet, there was nothing but clinging wet clay.

shortened and adapted from Anita and Me by Meera Syal (Chapter 6, pp. 131-132 & p. 134
532 words)

Glossary:

scrawny (1.4): unattractively thin and bony

yowl (1.4): make a loud, wailing cry

downy (1.6): covered with fine, soft hair

banshee (1.28): a female spirit in Gaelic folklore whose wailing warns a family that one of them will soon die

Analysis (46m):

1. How does the narrator, Meena, show that she doesn’t feel happy about having a new baby brother?
(12m)

2. Focus on the description of Meena’s father. What impression does the reader get of the protagonist’s
father and mother? (12m)

3. Outline how the birth of her little brother affects Meena’s feelings for her mother. (12m)

4. Comment on the use of narrative style. What does it reveal about Meena’s personality? (10m)

Personal response (14m):

Your family is the compass that guides you.

To what extent do you agree with this statement?
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